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Outline 

• Secondary Sources 
– Medline/Pubmed 
– The Cochrane Library  
– MD Consult 

• Tertiary Sources 
– Micromedex Healthcare Series  
– Clinical Pharmacology Online 
– Lexi-Comp Online 
– Facts and Comparisons (eFacts) Online 
– UpToDate 

• Others 
– JCR 
– MedlinePlus 

 

http://newmdx.csis.com.tw/hcs/librarian/PFPUI/VU5ccUc27P9atF


Secondary Literature 

• Indexing and abstracting services that can be 
used to systematically locate various types of 
primary literature 
– Indexing system 

• Provides bibliographic information that is indexed by 
topic 

– Abstracting system 
• Provides abstracts of information contained in a specific 

citation 



Medline 
 • OVID Medline 

– National Library of Medicine database  

– Contains bibliographic citations and author abstracts. Over 4,600 

journals published in the United States and 70 other countries are 

indexed 

•台北醫學大學圖書館 

http://library.tmu.edu.tw/


Medline (Cont.) 
 • PubMed 

– A service of the National Library of Medicine, includes over 15 
million citations for biomedical articles back to the 1950's  

• Citations are from Medline and additional life science journals 

– Old Medline (1950-1965) 

– In Process Citation 

– Publisher-Supplied Citation  

 



 
The Cochrane Library 

 
• Cochrane Collaboration 

– Established in October 1993 

– International organization 

– 6000 people in more than 60 countries 

– Help people to make well-informed decisions 
about healthcare by preparing, maintaining 
and promoting the accessibility of systematic 
reviews 

– Provides an assessment of literature through a 
complete literature review 





http://clc.nhri.org.tw/admin/clcmain1.aspx 

 

http://clc.nhri.org.tw/admin/clcmain1.aspx


MD Consult 

• Includes over 50 renowned medical texts, 
articles from more than 70 clinical journals, 
practice guidelines, drug information  (Clinical 
Pharmacology, Gold Standard) 

• Also include patient education handouts and 
daily medical updates  

 





Tertiary Literature 

• An interpretation and summary of the primary 
literature by someone other than the original 
authors 

• Textbooks, compendia, full-text computer data 
bases 



Micromedex Healthcare Series 

• Vendor: Thomson 

• An extensive pharmacology database ( including 
pharmacology, therapeutics, poison information, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Offer Micromedex Apps  

on Apple® and Android® Devices 

 



Micromedex Databases 

• DRUGDEX: Peer-reviewed, evidence-based information on over 
2000 drugs (including investigational, OTC products) 

• DISEASEDEX Emergency Medicine: Acute care information 
• DISEASEDEX General Medicine: Evidenced-based diagnosis and 

treatment information 
• POISINDEX: Complete information on toxicology and clinical 

managements 
• Martindale: International drug information     
• Physicians’ Desk Reference (PDR): FDA-approved data for 

prescription and OTC drugs. Manufacturer provided Information 
• Interaction Checking    
• IV Compatibility   

 
 



Clinical Pharmacology Online 

• Vendor: Gold Standard 

– Founded in 1993, Tampa, Florida, USA 

– A leading developer of drug information 
databases 

 





 
Lexi-Comp Online 

 

• Vendor: Lexi-Comp, Inc. 

• Founded in 1978, located in Hudson, Ohio, 

USA 



AHFS 

• AHFS DI ®  Essentials 

• Published by the American Society 
of Health-System Pharmacists 
(ASHP)  

– Drug monographs 

– Off-label usages 



Drug Facts and Comparisons  
(eFacts) Online 

• Vendor: Facts and Comparisons, a part of Wolters Kluwer 
Health  

• US FDA approved drugs and investigational and orphan drugs 
• Comparing tables 
• Product listing  

– Products/distributor 
– Dosage form 
– Dosage strength 
– Package sizes 
– Colors for tablets and capsules 
– Distribution status (Rx or OTC) 
– Product ID codes 

  





 



Disease State Information 

• To better understand medical conditions 

 

– UpToDate 

 

 

– Harrison’s Online 

 

                          



Drug Interaction Online References 

• Drug-Reax (Micromedex) 

 

• Lexi-Internet (Lexi-Comp Online) 

 

• Drug Interaction Facts (eFacts Online) 



Others 



ISI Journal Citation Reports(JCR) 
• A resource that allows you to evaluate and compare 

journals using citation data drawn from over 7,500 
scholarly and technical journals 

• The only source of citation data on journals 

• 2 versions 

– JCR Science Edition—科學   

– JCR Social Sciences Edition—社會科學 

• Total Cites, Impact Factor, Immediacy Index 

 





Total Cites 
 

• The total number of times that a journal has 
been cited by all journals included in the 
database in the JCR year 

 



Journal Impact Factor  
 

• The average number of times articles from the journal 
published in the past two years have been cited in the JCR 
year 

• Calculated by dividing the number of citations in the JCR 
year by the total number of articles published in the two 
previous years 

•  Examples 
– An impact factor of 1.0: On average, the articles published one or 

two year ago have been cited one time.  
– An impact factor of 2.5: on average, the articles published one or 

two year ago have been cited two and a half times.  

• Citing articles may be from the same journal; most citing 
articles are from different journals. 
 





Immediacy Index 

• The average number of times an article is cited in the 
year it is published.  

• Indicates how quickly articles in a journal are cited 
• Calculated by dividing the number of citations to 

articles published in a given year by the number of 
articles published in that year 

• Frequently issued journals may have an advantage  
– An article published early in the year has a better chance of 

being cited than one published later in the year.  

• Publications that publish infrequently or late in the 
year have low immediacy indexes. 
 
 





MedlinePlus 

• Provide authoritative information from 
National Library of Medicine (NLM), the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH), and other 
US government agencies and health-related 
organizations 

• Include information about drugs, an illustrated 
medical encyclopedia, interactive patient 
tutorials, and latest health news 



•http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ 

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/


Questions?  


